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taining the old reputation which it had gained in scholarship and
letters. One of the leading spirits of the Publishers' Association
from its inception he was president of that body in the difficult
years of 1906-1908, during what became known as the 'Book War5.
This was the sequel to the opening in the autumn of 1905 of The
Times Book Club, an enterprise which led to a dispute with the
trade into the ramifications of which it is needless now to enter.
Suffice it to say that it was in no small measure due to Edward Bell's
tact and moderation that the difficulties were removed and peaceful
relations restored between the parties concerned. To-day The Times
Book Club, to quote from Arthur Waugh's centenary history of
Chapman and Hall, cis firmly established as one of the most valued
and valuable of the publishers' clients.'
A, much younger man than Edward Bell, Sir (John) Ernest
Hodder-Williams, head of Hodder and Stoughton's, died during
1927. The grandson of Matthew Hodder, and born in 1876, Ernest
Hodder-William was endowed with a shrewd instinct for publish-
ing. His grandfather died in 1911, and when the surviving senior
partner, T. W. Stoughton, followed in 1917, he became head of
the house. Like Sir William Robertson Nicoll, whose arrival from
Scotland to become literary adviser and editor-in-chief had marked
the turning point in an earlier phase of the firm's development, he
held that the true policy of a publishing house was extension in all
directions. Under his stimulating leadership remarkable progress
was made. One of his luckiest ventures was If Winter Comes, by
A. S. M. Hutchinson. To-day Hodder and Stoughton's list includes
standard works in every branch of English letters, fiction, biography,
and religion perhaps predominating. Sir Ernest left as the surviv-
ing partners his two brothers, Robert Percy Hodder-Williams,
who had been associated with him for many years, and Ralph
Hodder-Williams, formerly a professor at Toronto University,
who served during the War in Princess Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry, his History of which was issued by the firm.
The last publisher of note to pass away in the nineteen-twenties
was Sir John Murray, fourth head of the firm which had main-
tained the highest traditions of the trade for upwards of a century
and a haE The range of the Albemarle Street house had been
considerably widened under Sir John's energetic rule, especially
since the acquisition of the business of Smith, Elder on the death
of Reginald Smith, He had been created c.v.o> in 1913 and